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Star Search, political
aditinn

Witk & mimority govemment
falfing and the nation now in
the =cript of a
winter/Christrmas alection
campaign, the partias have
taken = page from the U5,
Sscresnplay and gone further
than they have befare in
saarch of star power.

Lakers diva into familiar
waters

The Gander Lakers Swim
Club plunged headfirst info
famiiar waters at the Gander
Lakers Sprint Invitabonal last
waekend, however, them was
a fesling of unfamiliznfy for
the club members.
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Michae! Fantuz has boen told
his artistic syle doean't fit the
mairstream mould. Look at
one of hig paintings, and you
can 322 why. And he's fins

http://www.ganderbeacon.ca/index.cfm?iid=785&sid=4936
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Everyone who lived in or went through Gander during the Second World
War knew, or knew of, Joe Glimore. He was a rescue pilot — well not
exactly, aithough he rescued some and searched for others and carried
out mercy flights.

But, that wasn't his job. The more one hears of Joe Glimore, the harder it
is to determine how he did so many things and whether he ever slept. He
brought his farnily from Ireland to Quebec and later on was transferred to
Gander.

More than seven years ago (Sept, 28, 1998) this column featured Joe
Gilmore. Glimore Place, Gander, one of the least known streets — there is
no residential property on the street — is adjacent to Armstrong
Boulevard,

Some of the information that was available at the time I wrote the
original column was not correct and the purpose of this column is to set
the record straight.

First of all, I should say Mr. Gilmore's body, along with 99 others, is
buried in the Commonwesalth War Graves, Gander. “The Commonwealth
Graves Commission is responsible for marking and maintaining the graves
of the war dead of the Commonwealth from the two world wars.” Mr.
Gilmore, a civilian, worked for the Ferry Command, a guasi-military
organization farmed to deliver aircraft to Great Britain during the Second

- World War.

Mr. Gilmore was a native of Ardglass, Co. Down, Ireland. Ha weant from
the automobile motor business to aircraft and became an aircraft ground-
engineer at Baldonnel Aerodrome. But Mr. Gilmore wasn't satisfied to just
fix aircraft, he also learned to fly and in 1932 the Irish Free State issued
him licence number 23. What does one do with both pliot and engineer’'s
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licence? Well if you were Mr. Gilmore, you’d build and fly an aircraft. He
built 2 smail alrcraft at Baldonnel Airport, County Dublin, mostly from
parts of aircraft that had crashed. The fuselage, fairings, undercarriage
and engine mount were of his own design. He flew the aircraft for more
than 300 hours.

For some time he held the gliding record for Ireland. Then in 1933, while
working as a civil engineer with the Irish Free State Army Air Force, he
made the first parachute descent from an airplane in Ireland. He
subsequently travelled around the country giving parachute displays.

In 1933, he joined Imperial Airways and soon became one of their best
mechanics. In 1938, the airline transferred him to the Atlantic division
and sent him to Boucherville, Que., as part of the team preparing for
transatlantic flights. He also serviced the company’s aircraft at St. Hubert
and Port Washington, New York.

During this period, he went to Botwood to organize the Imperial Airways
base there. He remained in that capacity until August 1940 when he
became involved with Ferry Command. Canada Pacific Railway was
selected to organize the farry organization and as such became Mr.
Gilmore's employer. The records show that Mr. Gilmore was one of the
first ferry command employees hired.

Ferry Command needed an expert ground “.[, Hurricane
engineer in Gander to ensure mechanical

problems with ferry aircraft were Victims
corrected prior to the long flight across i

the North Atantic Mr. Gimore accepted  20nate fo the Disaster
the position along with the onerous 9

responsibility and in early 1941, he and Shelter, Food & Support
his family moved to Gander. He and his

staff were responsible for the mechanical Public Service Ads by Google
integrity of every aircraft being ferried

through Gander. The aircraft didnt depart until Mr. Gilmore gave
permission.

what is so strange and intriguing is Mr. Gilmore aliso played the role of
search and rescue pilot, mercy flight pilot and any other excuse to fiy the
station’s Norseman and Fox Moth. By January 1945, the station aircraft
had flown approximately 500 flights in Newfoundland and Mr. Gilmore had
flown almost half of them. Other pilots, including the commanding officer
of Ferry Command, Group Capt. Anderson, had flown the remainder.

Next weesk: Gilmore part 2.
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